Introduction to core samplers
A core, in marine research, is a cylindrical section taken from sediments underlying a water body. Core samplers range from the simple to

the complex. The variety of corer types reflect the breadth and variety of marine research. The simplest corers are hand-operated for use in
shallow waters to collect sediment cores containing fauna. For biological studies, a core 20-25 cm (8-10") in length is usually sufficient. The
most complex corers are used in oceanographic research. These are generally large and require winches, power sources and other gear. If done
properly, core sampling is a reliable method for obtaining data for many types of studies concerning water-and-bottom interface of marine
bodies. It is often the only practical way - and therefore the best way - to sample underwater strata. Wildco® core sampling equipment ranges
from light, hand-operated corers used in shallow water to gravity corers relying on weight such as the K-B™ corer. Interchangeable parts serve
as “building blocks” to construct equipment for your particular project. For example, the heads can attach to more than one type of core tube.

Features of good corers:

* Perpendicular placement: Must make a vertical or straight entry into
sediments.

* Penetration: Must penetrate the sediments you expect to find, be
adaptable for field situations.

* Core retention: Minimal loss of any part of the sample during return to
the surface.

* Maximum sample validity:
(1) In layered sediments, cores should not be compressed or displaced.
(2) For bottom sediments, there should be minimal displacement or
escape of fauna.

+ Simplicity: Choose the simplest instrument able to produce the sample
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